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AGONISTIC BEHAVIOUR OF FIGBIRDS AT A 
FRUITING BANYAN FIG 


David Kowalick, 

6/35 Bradshaw Tee, Nakara. 


Between 13:30 and 14:30 on 20 June 1985 in the Civic Park, Darwin, 
approximately 15 brown-plumaged Figbirds Sphecotheres viridis were 
observed feeding on the immature fruits of a defoliated Banyan Ficus 
Virens. Two other non-fruiting Banyans flanked the defoliated tree. 
From these trees approximately eight Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes 
Coracina novaehollandiae and one Yellow Oriole Oriolus flavocinctus 
attempted to feed on the fruiting tree. The Figbirds fluffed their 
body feathers, fanned their tails and with outstretched necks gave 
a raucous chattering call when confronting the cuckoo-shrikes and 
oriole. Only about one in ten attempts by these intruders was successful 
in acquiring fruit before being driven off by a Figbird. A Helmeted 
Friarbird Philemon buceroides was apparently ignored as it fed in 
the tree with the Figbirds. 

On the following day at the same time and location Figbirds were 
again observed defending their feeding space from Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrikes as well as ten adult male Figbirds. The male Figbirds 
were however more successful in obtaining fruit by foririing a group 
and simultaneously raiding the tree. The male Figbirds succeeded 
in aquiring food on about eight in ten attempts by using this strategy. 
These birds were constantly giving a high-pitched bell-like call which 
became louder and more frequent just prior to each raid on the fruiting 
tree. 


